
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE


STATE OF IDAHO, IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF KOOTENAI

STATE OF IDAHO,



)
Case No. CRF05-13674
)
         

Plaintiff,
)
FACTUAL BASIS 
)           FOR GUILTY PLEAS
 vs.





)


)

JOSEPH EDWARD DUNCAN, III, 
)

)

Defendant.
)

____________________________________)

The following is submitted as a factual basis for the defendant’s guilty pleas to the six counts contained in the Criminal Information.


Brenda Groene and Mark  McKenzie lived in their small, two story home at 12725 E. Frontage Road, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho with Brenda’s three children: thirteen year old Slade Vincent Groene, nine year old Dylan James Groene, and eight year old Shasta Kay Groene. Their home is clearly visible from Interstate Highway 90 approximately five miles east of the city and two miles east of Wolf Lodge Bay on Lake Coeur d’Alene.   Grassy lowlands, brushy marshland, and Wolf Lodge Creek are adjacent to the home.  Their closest neighbors are the residents of the Wolf Lodge Creek Campground and the Hollingsworth family one quarter mile to the northeast at the end of Frontage Road. 


Neighbor Robert Hollingsworth saw no activity at the Groene-McKenzie home on Monday, May 16, 2005.   Hollingsworth was scheduled to take a trip that week but wanted to pay Slade for mowing Hollingsworth’s lawn before his departure.  He knocked on the west door at about 6 p.m., received no reply, but was alarmed at the appearance of a blood smear on the door.  All the family vehicles were present.  Earlier that day, Hollingsworth saw an older model white pick up truck parked at the end of Frontage Road near Hollingsworth’s tool shed.  The truck was at the Groene-McKenzie home the prior day and Hollingsworth assumed that its owner would retrieve it.  Hollingsworth notified law enforcement of his discovery.


At about 6:30 p.m., sheriff’s deputies entered the home and found the bodies of Brenda, Mark, and Slade on the living room and kitchen floors.  Slade was face down dressed only in underwear.  His head lay at the feet of his mother, Brenda.  Blood covered the bottoms of his bare feet.  His hands were bound behind his back with a plastic “zip-tie,” and duct tape.  Duct tape was wrapped around his neck appearing that it had initially covered his mouth.  His bludgeoned head lay in a blood pool.  Other impact injuries, scrapes, cuts, and bruises were also present on his body.  His feet and legs were not bound.


Brenda Groene’s body was found face down laying partially in the kitchen and living room.  Beneath her head was a blanket saturated with blood and other skull matter.  She was dressed in jeans, short sleeved shirt.  Her hands were also bound behind her back with a plastic zip tie.  Duct tape was wrapped around her ankles securing her feet together.  Duct tape was wrapped around her head and mouth.   


Mark McKenzie’s body was found on the carpeted living room floor face down in a blood pool.  He was dressed only in shorts.  Obvious blood droplets and smears were on his body.  His hands were also tied behind his back with two plastic zip ties, and his ankles were also bound with zip ties.  Unlike Brenda and Slade, there was no duct tape on his body.  His head also contained several penetrating bludgeon wounds.  


A forensic autopsy on May 18 revealed that Slade’s death was caused by fourteen blunt impact injuries to the head.  Brenda’s death was caused by at least three blunt impact blows to her head.  Mark’s death was caused by seven blunt impacts to the head.  The blows delivered to each victim created a tell tale circular, coin size, waffle imprint. 


A plastic zip tie identical to the type found on the victims was found in the upstairs bedroom occupied by Brenda and Mark.  An unspent 12 gauge shotgun shell was found downstairs near the victims.  The large cache of firearms found in the upstairs bedroom did not include a shotgun.  In addition to the front door blood smear discovered by Hollingsworth, several blood smears were found on the interior walls.  There were grass clippings imbedded in some of the blood.  A partially used roll of duct tape was found in the bed of the truck on Hollingsworth’s property approximately ¼ mile away.  



Shasta and Dylan were not at the home when deputies arrived at the scene.  A national search for them took place until July 2, 2005 when the defendant appeared with Shasta at a Denny’s Restaurant at 2 a.m. He was seen arriving with Shasta in a late model red Jeep Cherokee.  A search of the Jeep pursuant to search warrants yielded items which linked Joseph Duncan to the crime scene and the murders of Slade, Brenda, and Mark.

In addition to linking Duncan to the crime scene, these items served to verify Shasta’s description of the events at the house. 


Items seized from the Jeep included the following:

· zip tie bag of identical brand to zip ties found inside the house 

· sawed off and altered 12 gauge shotgun w/shells

· metal files and hacksaw

· Mark McKenzie’s wallet, identification, and checkbook

· night vision scope

· global positioning device

· black gloves

· laptop computer

· digital camera and other portable digital storage device (microdrive)

· electronics and computer paraphernalia

· handwritten letters signed “Shasta” and “Dylan”

· mask/hood 

· car rental agreement with name “Joseph E. Duncan”

· maps of various states to include Idaho and the Coeur d’Alene area

· police department “rescue sticker”


These items were seized pursuant to search warrants despite the fact that the defendant had no standing to protest or privacy interest in a rental vehicle that was stolen.


Shasta provided the details as to the identity of Duncan as the perpetrator of these crimes.   A transcript of Shasta’s interviews disclosed in discovery can be summarized as follows:

· Duncan wore gloves, hat and mask which he later removed

· Duncan commanded Brenda to tell Dylan and Shasta to “cooperate with him”

· Duncan tied and bound Slade, Dylan, and Mark 

· Duncan bound Dylan and Shasta 

· Duncan took Dylan and Shasta outside to the east yard

· Duncan returned to the house

· Mark yelled out in pain

· Slade was walking around the yard acting injured

· Duncan placed Dylan and Shasta in the white truck

· Duncan transferred them into the red Jeep

· Duncan stated he observed the family for two days prior to the crimes

· Duncan described how he killed their family with a hammer


Relevant items were removed from the home and sent to a forensic laboratory for analysis.   A DNA analysis revealed that only the victims’ blood was present in the home.  Additionally, the analysis revealed that it was Slade’s blood smeared on the front door and interior walls. 

Submitted on October 16, 2006.
                                                                   William J. Douglas

                                                                    Prosecuting Attorney in and for
                                                                    Kootenai County, Idaho
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